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Ashley Esarey was a Postdoctoral Fellow at Harvard’s Fairbank 
Center for Chinese Studies in 2009 and now teaches courses about 
Asian politics, international relations, and political communication 
at Whitman College in Washington State. He also serves as 
Associate in Research at Harvard University and Visiting Scholar at 
the University of Washington’s Jackson School of International 
Studies. 
 
His publications and research concern perceptions of Chinese 
propaganda, state control of information in the People’s Republic, 
and the impact of digital forms of communication on Chinese 
politics. He is writing a book provisionally entitled, Media and 
Power in China. 
 
Esarey majored in Diplomacy and World Affairs at Occidental College in Los Angeles and 
studied Japanese at Waseda University in Tokyo, prior to receiving Chinese-language training at 
Taiwan Normal University in Taipei. A former broadcast journalist, he received his PhD degree 
in political science from Columbia University in New York. As recipient of the Fulbright-Hays 
Fellowship, Esarey conducted extensive research on media in Beijing, Shanghai, and Guangzhou. 
 
Esarey has spoken before the US-China Economic and Security Review Commission and the 
Congressional Executive Commission on China, the Council on Foreign Relations, and the 
National Committee on US-China Relations, and given numerous interviews to media, including 
the Associated Press, MSNBC, Voice of America, and the Chicago Tribune. 
 


