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Dr. Joan Johnson-Freese is a Professor and former Chair of the National Security Affairs
Department at the Naval War College in Newport, RI. Previously, she served as a faculty
member at the Asia Pacific Center for Security Studies in Honolulu, HI, the Air War College in
Montgomery, AL, and the University of Central Florida in Orlando, FL. Her space-related
publications include: Heavenly Ambitions: America’s Quest to Dominate Space; Space As A
Strategic Asset, The Chinese Space Program: A Mystery Within a Maze and over 100 journal
articles. She is a former member of the Space Studies Board of the National Academy of
Sciences, a Fellow of the International Academy of Astronautics, on the Advisory Committee of
the Secure World Foundation, and the Editorial Board of China Security. She has testified before
Congress on multiple occasions and is regularly interviewed by the media, including Xinhua
News Agency, CNN, CBS, ABC, The New York Times, Reuters and the BBC, on space issues.
She also teaches courses on Globalization & US National Security, Space & Security, and
Leadership in War and Peace at Harvard Summer and Extension Schools.



