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Tate Nurkin is the Managing Director of Thought Leadership for IHS' Aerospace, Defense and Security 
(AD&S). He is also a member of the IHS Aerospace, Defense and Security Leadership Team—which is 
responsible for management of the operations of the legacy IHS Jane’s brand—and the IHS Thought 
Leadership Editorial Council. In September of 2014, Mr. Nurkin began a two year term on the World 
Economic Forum’s Global Agenda Council on Nuclear Security.  
 
Mr. Nurkin specializes in working with national security, intelligence and defense communities as well 
as the global defense industry to anticipate and explore relevant challenges, opportunities and 
competitions as well as alternative future scenarios designed to enhance decision-making and strategy 
development.  
 
He has 18 years’ experience designing and delivering net assessments, scenario planning exercises, table 
top games, horizon scanning analyses, “blue” and “red” team panels and open source intelligence 
trainings for public sector and defense industry clients in the United States and allied and partner nations 
throughout the world. He has had a long-standing focus on Asian security issues and competitions and 
frequently travels to and works in East Asia. 
 
His current research is focused on China’s military modernization and the future of military and 
geopolitical competitions across the Western Pacific; nuclear security issues; emerging disruptive 
technologies and capabilities; and the future of borders, boundaries and sovereignty.  
 
He is a frequent speaker and author on geopolitical, defense and security issues. Recent publications and 
public speaking engagements include: 
 

• “Alternate Futures”, IHS Quarterly 2015 Q1, January 2015’ 
• “WestPac competition and capability: China seeks its own Asia-Pacific rebalance”, Jane’s Navy 

International, December 2014 
• “New Dimensions, New Maps: Changing Borders, Boundaries and Sovereignty”, IHS Quarterly 

2014 Q4, October 2014 
• “Dimensions and Implications of China’s Military Modernization”, IHS Forum- Singapore, 10 

June 2014 



• “Tense Transitions: Crisis Scenarios for Northeast Asia”, Jane’s Defence Weekly, 30 July 2014 
• “Global Implications of China’s Military Modernization”, IHS Quarterly 2014 Q2, April 2014 
• Northeast Asia Crisis Scenarios, Jane’s Intelligence Briefing, 20 March 2014 

 
Mr. Nurkin joined Jane’s Information Group (Jane’s) in March of 2006 and subsequently joined IHS 
through its acquisition of Jane’s in July of 2007. Prior to 2006, he worked for the Modeling, Simulation, 
Wargaming and Analysis Team of Booz Allen Hamilton; the Strategic Assessment Center of Science 
Application International Corporation and Joint Management Services, a small defense consulting firm 
based in Atlanta, GA. He holds a Bachelor’s of Arts from Duke University in History and Political 
Science and a Master’s of Science from the Sam Nunn School of International Affairs at Georgia Tech.  


