
 

Robert D. Atkinson, Ph.D., President, Information Technology and Innovation Foundation 

Before starting at ITIF, Dr. Atkinson was Vice President of the Progressive Policy Institute and 
Director of PPI’s Technology & New Economy Project. Most recently, Dr. Atkinson co-authored 
(with Stephen Ezell) a paper entitled “The Middle Kingdom Galapagos Island Syndrome: The 
Cul-De-Sac of Chinese Technology Standards” explaining why “development and adoption of 
global, interoperable technology standards matters.” He is also author of Innovation Economics: 
The Race for Global Advantage (Yale, 2012), The Past and Future of America’s Economy: Long 
Waves of Innovation That Power Cycles of Growth (Edward Elgar, 2005), and the State New 
Economy Index series.  

He currently serves as co-chair of the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy’s 
China-U.S. Innovation Policy Experts Group, as a member of the U.S. State Department’s 
Advisory Committee on International Communications and Information Policy and as a member 
of the U.S. Department of Commerce’s National Advisory Council on Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship. He is a member of the Task Force on National Security in the Information Age, 
and a board member or advisory council member of the Internet Education Foundation, 
NetChoice Coalition, and the University of Oregon Institute for Policy Research and Innovation, 
and the State Science and Technology Institute.   

Dr. Atkinson has testified before a number of committees in Congress, including the U.S.-China 
Commission, most recently in 2012, and has appeared in various media outlets including CNBC, 
CNN, Fox News, MSNBC, NPR, and NBC Nightly News. 

He received his Masters in Urban and Regional Planning from the University of Oregon and was 
named a distinguished alumnus in 2014. He received his Ph.D. in City and Regional Planning 
from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 1989, where he was awarded the 
distinguished Joseph E. Pogue Fellowship. 


